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Remarks 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the allowance of claims 10-12. Claims 10-13, 21, 
23 and 25-36 are pending with claim 21 being amended, claim 22 being canceled and claims 
25-36 being added with this amendment. The Examiner allowed claims directed to a system 
with at least two holding tubes. The Examiner rejected claims directed to a system having "a 
holding tube" (claims 21-23). Amended claim 21, claim 23 and new claims 25-33 describe 
such a system. Like claims 10-12, new claims 34 - 36 describe a two holding tube system, but 
the system has a second heat exchanger (as opposed to a steam injector) and two holding 
tubes. The independent claims now pending are claims 10, amended claim 21, new claims 
30, 32 and 34. 

The Examiner rejected claims 21 and 22 as being anticipated by Robinson and 
rejected claim 23 as obvious in view of the same reference. Applicants respectfully disagree 
with the Examiner, but have amended independent claim 21 and have added new claims 25- 
33 to clarify their position with respect to the patentability of the claims directed to a system 
having "a holding tube". 

Robinson is directed to a somewhat standard system for cooking scrambled eggs and 
then depositing them on foil trays. Robinson does not suggest 

• a second heating/cooking device prior to the holding tubes which heats egg to 
cooking temperature, but rather Robinson's heat exchanger heats egg to a temperature below 
the coagulation point of the egg (see column 2, lines 10-11); 

• a holding tube of sufficient length to cook the egg, but rather the Robinson egg is 
cooked downstream the holding tube in coagulating chamber 22 where the egg is exposed to 
steam (see column 2, lines 40-44); 

• a first heating device which is for heating the liquid egg product from the holding 
tank to a temperature in the range of from about 130°F. to about 154°F., but rather Robinson 
describes only a thawing hopper 12 (see column 2, line 69 to line 75); 
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• a reciprocating pump (as per dependent claim 25) which stops and starts the flow of 
egg in the holding tubes; 

• a steam injection device upstream the holding tubes, but rather the Robinson egg is 
subjected to steam downstream the holding tube; and 

• any extrusion device (where inherently contemplates a die) , but rather an open hole 
at the end of the pipe which injects steam through orifices 31 into the egg in tubing 21. 

Applicants respectfully submit the claimed system of claim 21, claim 23 and new 
claims 25-33 (directed to the system with" a holding tube") is an utterly different system than 
the Robinson system. In view of the foregoing, applicants respectfully request allowance and 
issuance of the pending claims. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required in this application to Deposit Account No. 06-1 135. 



Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery 
120 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1600 . 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 
Telephone: (312) 577-7000 
Facsimile: (312) 577 7007 




Respectfully submitted, 
Fitch, EyefCTabm & Flanne; 
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